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In this session we are going to look at exemplars of 

candidate work from the 2024 exam:

• Examiner Mark Booklet

• Candidate H

• Candidate M

• FAQ

Agenda



Exemplar from 2024



Comparative Judgement

Compare the two recordings we’re looking at today.

Overall, which recording deserves the higher mark?



Comparative Judgement

H>M



Assessment Grids



Assessment Grids



Assessment Grids



Assessment Grids



H – Going Under: 

Evanescence

?



H – Going Under: 

Evanescence

56
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H – Going Under: Evanescence



M – Don’t Stop: 

Fleetwood Mac

?



M – Don’t Stop: 

Fleetwood Mac

27
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M – Don’t Stop: Fleetwood Mac
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FAQs

• Who were the examiners in 2024?

• What equipment is the work assessed using?

• Why is there a list of 10 artists?

• Can candidates choose a song that features members of a given band playing in another band, e.g., 

Slash from Guns N’ Roses playing for Velvet Revolver?

• Can candidates choose a song from a band that features one of the solo artists on the list, e.g. Raye 

featuring on Jax Jones songs?

• Can candidates choose a song that one of the artists has performed live but not recorded as a studio 

recording? 

• Why are there strict requirements regarding instruments that must be recorded?

• Why are there strict requirements regarding how long instruments must play for?



FAQs

• Can candidates record two lead vocals like a duet?  Would one singer count as a backing vocal?

• Can candidates double track a lead vocal?  Would one of the tracks count as backing vocal?

• Can candidates record two singers singing a lead vocal?  Would one of the singers count as a backing 

vocal?

• Does a piano fulfil the requirements for an acoustic melody instrument?

• Why is unpitched percussion prohibited?

• Can candidates arrange the song in any style?

• Can candidates sequence keyboard parts?

• Can candidates sequence any other instruments?

• Can candidates sequence synth strings?



FAQs

• Can I copy and paste choruses?

• Should candidates master their recordings?

• If all candidates are recording the same drum kit, is it permissible to leave the microphones set up for 

different candidates to use?

• Can all candidates record the same song?

• Do examiners read every word in the logbook?

• Can candidates word process their logbooks?

• Can candidates share photographs in logbooks?



Support



Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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